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SUB J : JERUSALEM— ELECTIONS, PROJECTS AND PEACE 

SUMMARY: JERUSALEM DEPUTY MAYOR BENVENISTI FEARS THAT 
TEDDY KOLLEK MAY WIN THE BATTLE FOR MAYOR, BUT LOSE THE WAR 
FOR CONTROL OF THE CITY UNLESS MODERATES CAN REGROUP TO FACE 
A LIKUD CHALLENGE. BOTTLENECKED LEGISLATION MAY, HOWEVER, 
FORCE A POSTPONEMENT IN ELECTIONS BEYOND NOVEMBER. BENVENISTI 
FEELS HE HAS WON HIS FIGHT TO BLOCK AN OVER-GRAND MAMILLA 
PROJECT. HE PLANS TO USE HIS ROCKEFELLER GRANT TO EVALUATE 
PRAGMATIC ARRANGEMENTS FOR A SOLUTION TO THE JERUSALEM 
QUESTION. END SUMMARY. 

1 . DPO AND POLOFF MET FOR AN HOUR WITH JERUSALEM DEPUTY 
MAYOR MERON BENVENISTI APRIL 14 SOON AFTER HIS RETURN 
FROM TWO MONTH FELLOWSHIP AT HARVARD. 
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2. EARLIER THIS WEEK. BENVENISTI ANNOUNCED HE WOULD RUN 
FOR CITY COUNCIL INDEPENDENTLY OF MAYOR TEDDY ROLLER'S PERSONAL 
LIST. BENVENISTI TOLD DPO HE BELIEVES KOLLEK HAS MADE A MISTAKE 
IN DIVORCING HIMSELF FROM THE ALIGNMENT. NEW PROCEDURES ALLOW 
SPLIT VOTES FOR MAYOR AND COUNCIL. SO ALTHOUGH KOLLEK WILL 
PROBABLY WIN, HE MAY WELL FIND HIMSELF FACING A LIKUD-DOMINATED 
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COUNCIL. ONE ALTERNATIVE, PREFERRED BY BENVENISTI, WOULD HAVE 
BEEN FOR KOLLEK TO WORK WITHIN THE ALIGHMENT AND WITH THE 
DMC BETTER TO INSURE A MODERATE MAIORITY. BENVENISTI FEARS 
THAT A LIKUD COUNCIL MIGHT NOT ONLY OBSTRUCT ROLLER'S WORK, 

BUT BE IN A POSITION TO NAME THE NEXT MAYOR SHOULD ROLLER'S 
FRUSTRATION LEAD TO RESIGNATION. 

3. BENVENISTI, ALTHOUGH RECOGNIZING THAT ARAB POPULATION HAS 
TENDED TO STAY ALOOF FROM ELECTIONS, THINKS THAT IT COULD BE 
SIGNIFICANT FACTOR. HE ESTIMATES THAT 45,000 ELIGIBLE ARAB 
VOTERS REPRESENT ABOUT 1/3 OF ELECTORATE. IN CLOSE ELECTION, 

EVEN A FEW THOUSAND COULD MAKE AN IMPORTANT DIFFERENCE. 

4. BENVENISTI FEELS NOVEMBER ELECTION DATE IS BY NO MEANS 
CERTAIN. MAJOR LEGISLATION TO REDEFINE POWERS OF THE MAYOR 
VIS A VIS COUNCIL HAS BEEN NECESSITATED BY CHANGES IN VOTING 
SYSTEM. MOREOVER. FINANCING MUST BE ARRANGED BY KNESSET FOR 
MUNICIPAL ELECTION, PREVIOUSLY HELD AND FINANCED IN CONJUNCTION 
WITH NATIONAL ELECTIONS, BENVENISTI WAS NOT SURE KNESSET 
COULD ACT ON ALL THIS PRIOR TO THE FALL. 

5. BENVENISTI CLAIMED VICTORY IN HIS BATTLE TO SCALE DOWN 
THE SAFADI PROPOSAL FOR THE MAMILLA DISTRICT OF JERUSALEM. 

HE CITED ROLLER'S STATEMENT IN THE "JERUSALEM POST," APRIL 14. 

THAT "PEOPLE SAY NOW THAT IT S TOO COMPLICATED AND MONLITHIC." 
BENVENISTI ONLY TOOK EXCEPTION WITH THE WORD "NOW" SAYING HE 
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HAD SO ADVISED KOLLEK LAST JULY. 

6. BENVENISTI SAID HE WAS CONSIDERING RELINQUISHING HIS 
ADMINISTRATIVE DUTIES AS DEPUTY MAYOR FOR THREE MONTHS WHILE 
CONTINUING AS HEAD OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION TO ALLOW HIMSELF 
TO WORK WITH A ROCKEFELLER GRANT TO MEASURE SENSITIVITIES OF 
BOTH ARABS AND ISRAELIS TO PRACTICAL ISSUES IN THE ADMINIS- 
TRATION OF JERUSALEM. AS AN EXAMPLE, HE CITED THE POSSIBLE 
LOCATION OF A DISTRICT COURT OF SOME FUTURE AUTONOMOUS 

WEST BANK IN JERUSALEM WHICH MIGHT YIELD GREAT SYMBOLIC 
BENEFIT FOR ARABS AT A MARGINAL COST FOR ISRAELIS. HE HOPES 
HIS "SENSITIVITY INDEX" WILL SUGGEST COMPROMISES LEADING TO 
A MODUS VIVENDI FOR JERUSALEM IN THE CONTEXT OF PEACE. 

NEWLIN 
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